
































































MEMBERS’ NEWS
by Chris Page N4CJ (G4BUE)
312 Quail Avenue, Sebring, FL 33872, USA

Tel: (863) 385-1217
E-mail: g4bue@adur-press.co.uk

GØFUW reports on the first Bath
Buildathon to be held on 12 January 2008 be-

MØJRQ reports on 13 Novem-
ber, seven SP-1 transmitters were
made in 2½ hours at the Pontefract
& District ARS construction
evening.  On the  right (l to r) is
Chris MØJRQ; Dave, GØSDO,
and Bob, 2E1BGV and one of the
completed kits below.  The follow-
ing week it was planned to put
them on the air on 40m.

DM4EA sends details of the
first European QRP Foxhunt organised by DL members of G-
QRP and DL-QRP-AG each Monday 1900-2000z between 7
January and 31 March on 80 and 40m, see <www.eu-qrp-
foxhunt.org>.  Tom says QRP stations from all over Europe
are invited to apply to act as the ‘fox’.  Our sympathy to
N8ET who was a casualty of the bad floods in Ohio at the
end of August.  Bill said, “We were one of the lucky ones -
we only had water up to the ceiling in the basement, others
lost a lot more.  All the Kanga US equipment and inventory
(except the DK9SQ masts in the garage) has been lost”.
GØNSL says those interested in CW might be interested in
a website at <www.morsetelegraphclub.org>, a comprehen-
sive site with an excellent on-line magazine.  The Daily DX
reports a new QRP Challenge starting on 1 January for fixed
and portable QRP stations, see <http://qrpfr.free.fr/challenge/index_gb.php>.

G4EFE writes, “For any others who are, like me, interested in building a 20m SSB TX,
Doug Hendricks at QRP Kits is now taking orders for such a beast - the BitX20A, at $85
including postage to the UK. There is a Yahoo! Group dedicated to the subject, see <http:/
/groups.yahoo.com/group/BITX20/>.   GØEBQ recommends the Eamonn Skelton PSU from
Radcom which he says is a great improvement.  Nigel says the rig is much quieter, even
when his daughter is using her laptop in the next room!  M3GHE has just come across the
Juma kits from Finland at <http://www.sitecno.com/juma-tx1/>.  Martin says there is a 40/
80m TX and RX and a combined TRX.  PA3CRC has just finished a new 40m CW TCVR

tween 9am and 5pm, to encourage newcomers to try homebrewing and allow those with
limited soldering experience to develop their skills under the watchful eye of some very
experienced homebrewers (Elmers).  The kit chosen for the Buildathon is the Brendon DSB
Transceiver from Tim Walford’s Somerset range of kits; the three watt QRP transceiver has
been specifically designed for the newcomer.  All soldering and test equipment will be made
available on the day and refreshments will be provided; all you need to bring is a bucket full
of enthusiasm and a packed lunch. The cost of the day will be £60 to include the cost of the
kit, refreshments, room hire, etc.  Steve says, “You can be confident that you will go home
with a working 80m voice transceiver”.  If you are interested in joining in the fun, please
contact Steve on 01225 464394 (7-9pm weekdays), or by e-mail at <G0FUW@tiscali.co.uk>,
or by post at 5 Sydenham Buildings, Bath, BA2 3BS.



(right), a complete station in one box, includ-
ing PSU.  It has a superhet RX, a separate
VFO-driven TX and hang-AGC, QSK, PWR/
SWR meter, crystal calibrator and 5 and 15W.
Gert says his neighbours gave permission
for a wire from his house to theirs (132ft long
and 33ft high), “So the real QRP work can
start!”.  He’s worked lots of Europeans  and
Asians with a 66ft wire at 20ft with 5W and
is wondering how the new antenna will work.

Too late for the last SPRAT, F5NQL sent
details of the Swiss HTC-QRP-Sprint on 8 September organised by the Helvetia Telegraphy
Club, Switzerland (HTC).  The 2008 event will be held on 6 September and the rules can be
found at <http://www.htc.ch>.  HB9BQB received 47 logs from ten European countries but
says, “Where are our G-QRP friends?”.  Guido says he hopes to see some UK participation
in 2008.  M1KTA will be QRV 1/16 March as 3B8/M1KTA while visiting his wife’s uncle.

Have you ever heard of a DX QRP operation from the caboose of a moving train?  No,
neither had I until I looked at <http://w1pid.freeshell.org/train/train.html> and saw W1PID
had done just that on the Winnipesaukee Scenic Railroad in New Hampshire this summer.
Jim took a job as a conductor on the railway and with help from one of the fireman, Bruce
Smith, N1HSS, they operated 5W CW/SSB with a FT-817.  Jim worked two Italian stations
on CW and EU5/UT2XD and SP3LPG during a second operation a few weeks later using an
Outbacker Perth mobile antenna.  The photo-
graph on the right shows Bruce adjusting the
antenna on one of the rear handholds of the
caboose.  Two days later they did it again and
Jim says, “For the next couple of hours Bruce
worked SSB and I worked CW and as the train
swayed back and forth like a ship at sea, we
added QSOs to our log one after the other.  We
ignored the local QRM from the train whistle
even though we missed the odd word in each
QSO. With the conductor peering over my
shoulder, I worked the Ukraine, Hungary, and
then Bosnia (lower photograph on right).

IKØIXI worked G7CNF on 22 September on
4m JT6M with 1.5W and a dipole (his first G
station on 4m).  Fabio welcomes reception reports,
<colt45auto@virgilio.it>, for his QRSS beacon IKØIXI/
B on 10140kHz running 200mW to a dipole from his
QTH.  More information on his web-site at <http://
www.geocities.com/ik0ixib/index.html>.  G3XBM heard
the SM6BHZ beacon on 28 September in slow CW on
505.1kHz at 549 near Cambridge.  This was Roger’s
furthest signal heard on the 501kHz band.  New mem-
ber KD8GZ is QRV from Ohio with an IC-718 and a low
off-centre-fed dipole running 1 to 5W QRP.  MØNJP
is fascinated by valves and working on a 12V valve
SSB TX and also a simple and cheap valve superhet
which he might release as a kit.  Nick’s web-site is
<www.pettefar.eu/m0NjP>

EA6BB QSO’d K2MEN on 11 March with 500mW
to a three element tri-band yagi and Sheldon was run-
ning 5W to a 40 metres loop.  Peter says he is QRV
daily on 30, 20 and 17m.  Congratulations to GM3OXX
for working 9K2MU on 19 November for DXCC 112 on



two-way QRP and for QSOing 3B7C for DXCC 276
on 15, 17, 20, 30 and 40 metres, all with just 1W out-
put, and to GM4YLN who has 275 DXCC confirmed
with 3W.  Congratulations also to SMØPMJ for ob-
taining the QRP ARCI Gridsquare Award on 20m with
his inverted vee (see right).  RV3GM says there are
listings for the number DXCC and two-way QRP
DXCC worked by QRPers on the web-site of the
Union of Earth Low Power Radio Operators (UE QRP)
at <http://www.ueqrp.org>.

DL2BQD was QRV in September from Onchan in
Molly Quirk’s Glen and the Point of Ayrehad as MD/
DL2BQD with his K1 and dipole on a 30ft mast (see
picture below).  Dieter said, “We activated one famous Stephenson lighthouse and two
SOTA, Sneafell and South Barrule, on 2m”.  OE3SGU is trying to make the first QRP DXCC
from Austria and is up to 76 all on CW, the best being 3B7C.  Hannes runs 5W and indoor

Superantennas MP1 in his living room and an
IC-7000, IC-703, FT-817 and MFJ-9020.

GØBBL, G8BTR and MØPUB announce
the on-line publication of their ‘QRP2004’ HF
TCVR design at <http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/
qrp2004>.  MØJRQ has created AntExp, a new
Yahoo! Group for antenna experimenters eve-
rywhere.  Chris says if you would like to join,
please visit <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
antexp>.  When he is mobile, GØSVO has
found that the clear plastic cap from one of
the brands of bottled drink has a slight rim on
the inside and makes a very tight fit on the
PL259 female socket of his antenna.  A piece
of amalgamating tape over the holes on the
cap, and you have a very cheap watertight

replacement.  Pete has lost the proper PL259 covers from time to time when taking the
antenna off the car for hotel stop-overs, etc.

In reply to a question on the G-QRP Reflector from F5NZY asking for a technique for
breaking DX pile-ups with QRP, G3YMC offered the following advice, “Basically there is no
difference between cracking a pile-up with QRP and doing it with QRO, you just need to be
more patient.  When working split my finger hovers on the A/B VFO button on my K2 and
I am constantly switching between the DXer’s frequency and the pile-up.  On bands where
you can here those calling, it is relatively easy to find the stations he is working, whether he
is moving slightly between each QSO and which way, whether he is actually listening 2kHz
up but telling everybody ‘up 1’ and things like that.  Sometimes it is very quick and easy,
other times if the pile-up is big and you can’t hear the other side it takes a lot of time.  Best
secret, if you don’t  break it in 10-15 minutes, go away for a cup of tea or whatever, you will
get it first call when you come back.  Realistically, there is no secret and it is all about
practice, listen, listen etc”.

VK4TJ found the bands ‘perked’ up on 19 October when 20m was open to Europe, Asia,
Africa and locally, all at the same time.  John had QSOs with OY (his first in 35 years from VK)
and T9.  At the same time, G3YMC worked V51AF, A61Q and C52C on 15m and VQ9LA
and C52C on 17m.  G3XBM says, “Isn’t it amazing how the CQWW Contest ‘improves’
conditions?  Today, with a sunspot count of zero, there were stations audible from S. Africa,
N. America, S. America and Europe on 10m SSB in the contest.  I’m sure there were Asians on
too but I didn’t hear any when I listened.  It goes to show that what 10m needs most of all is
activity when the band is quiet.  Never, ever, assume 10m is a dead band; if there is activity
there is the chance of inter-continental QRP DX, even at the low spot of the sunspot cycle”.

That clears the files.  Please let me know how your winter goes, by 20 February, please.












